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The Outline of the Article ‘A Trail across Time’ by Thomas L. Daniels
I. Introduction
Problem: the life in different eras of time indicates and emerges with diverse problems that require intervention to protect the natural resources; however, the government has been doing little to ensure the natural environment is secured through limited practice of good and interrelated decisions.
Thesis Statement: with five distinct eras of time, Daniel explores the eras giving his thoughts, principles, definitions and take concerning the capacity the environmental planning and how it improved or not the environmental quality.
II. Body 
Paragraph one
i. First Point: The evolution of the environmental control and planning policies.  
ii. Explanation: Gibson and Jessica M. demonstrate that despite the policies that are in place to curb the environmental problems, many firms or industries have not shown good faith to implement the policies (1). This has reduced the level of environmental planning in United States. Daniels explain that in some instances, the environmental planning have improved to increase the quality of the environment (184). Some of the policies or Amendments included; the 1990 Clean Air Act, Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency (ISTEA), National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and many more (Daniels 185)
Paragraph Two
i. First point: The importance of the natural environment like the parks to the society in America since the 19th Century
ii. Explanation: the parks were viewed as the places where built environment and nature encountered in harmony (Daniels 181). The parks were also places where the society valued to interact peacefully. Moreover, the valued environmental services like the water filtration, flood control and drainage happened naturally in the parks (Daniels 181).
Paragraph Three
i. First point: Daniels illustrates that the origin of environmental planning in America were affected by various circumstances that reduced the quality assurance of environment. 
ii. Explanation: Daniels explains that poor environmental quality was affected by the failures in the agencies that were responsible to cater for environment (179). According to the author, lack of support for the government and state action, existence of corrupt government official and the capitalism degraded the quality of the environment in United States (179).  
III. Conclusion
i. The summary of the major points
ii. Thoughts regarding the author’s claim based on the environmental planning evolution.
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